CITY OF POWAY
MEMORANDUM

TO: Traffic Safety Committee

FROM: Melody Rocco, City EngineerW

DATE: October 13, 2021

SUBJECT: Driver Speed Feedback Sign on Westbound Espola Road, East of

Cloudcroft Drive

BACKGROUND

In February, 2020 the City received a request for the installation of a Driver Speed
Feedback Sign on westbound Espola Road between Cloudcroft Drive and Old Coach
Road. The request indicated concerns of excessive speeding and near miss rear-end
accidents for drivers turning right onto Cloudcroft Drive from westbound Espola Road.
Attachment A provides a location map of the area evaluated with this report.

On June 10, 2020, staff presented a report to the Traffic Safety Committee (TSC) after
review of the existing site conditions and recent speed survey data taken for the 2019
Engineering & Traffic Survey (Attachment B). The 2020 recommendation was to not
install a Driver Speed Feedback Sign on Espola Road at the proposed location. The
request is being reevaluated in this memo based on the available collision data
(Attachment C) and September 2021 “post-COVID” speed survey data and traffic
volumes (Attachment D). It is also taking into account a potential sign location further
east along Espola Road, based upon feedback received at the June 10, 2020 TSC
meeting.

FINDINGS

Espola Road north of Titan Way and east of Martincoit Road is a four-lane major arterial
with a painted median for most of the roadway segment. It has designated bike lanes
with bike buffers and sidewalks on one side of the road. The speed limit is set at 45
mph. Poway High School is located at the corner of Espola Road and Titan Way, which
is approximately 1.5 miles from the requested sign installation.

While Poway currently does not have specific criteria for the installation of Driver Speed
Feedback Signs, general guidelines are provided here along with project specific
evaluations of each guideline.

The 85" percentile speed, as determined by a speed study, exceeds the posted
speed limit by at least 5 mph. A speed study was conducted on September 9, 2021
on Espola Road when local schools were in session. Speed data was collected
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approximately 0.75 miles east of Cloudcroft Drive between Old Coach Road and
Country Day Road. The 85" percentile speed was 56 mph. This guideline has been
met.

Where a speed transition exists (change of 10 mph or greater). The posted speed
limit on Espola Road is 45 mph for the entire length, from the westerly City limit to
Poway Road and therefore no speed transition exists. This guideline has not been met.

Where the posted speed is 35 mph or greater. The posted speed limit on Espola
Road is 45 mph for the entire length, from the westerly City limit to Poway Road. This
guideline has been met.

Where collision data can clearly be linked to excessive speeding. A review of the
City Crossroads and the Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System (SWITRS)
accident database found a total of 11 accidents on this stretch of road from 2010 to
2020. The accidents resulted in five minor injuries or property damage only. The
accidents involved sideswipes, broadsides, or vehicles hitting objects. An accident is
considered speeding-related if the driver was charged with a speeding-related offense
or if racing, driving too fast for conditions, or exceeding the posted speed limit was
indicated as a contributing factor in the accident. None of the accidents were related to
excessive speeding. This guideline has not been met.

Where Average Daily Traffic (ADT) exceeds 10,000 vehicles per day (vpd). The
2021 counts found the ADT on Espola Road to be 12,134 vpd between Old Coach
Road and Country Day Road. This guideline has been met.

The location is within 500 yards of a major pedestrian generator (i.e., school,
park, library, shopping center, etc.). The requested sign location is more than 500
yards (1,500 feet) from any major pedestrian generator. It is approximately 1.5 miles
from Poway High School, 2,500 feet from Painted Rock Elementary School, and 3,500
feet from Valle Verde Park. This guideline has not been met.

RECOMMENDATION

After reviewing all general guidelines listed above, staff has found that only three of the
six guidelines have been met. The three guidelines were for 85" percentile speed,
posted speed limit, and ADT. These three guidelines alone are not indicators that a
Driver Speed Feedback Sign is necessary. Staff does not recommend installation of a
Driver Speed Feedback Sign in this location.

Attachments:

A. Location Map

B. 2019 E&TS Espola Road Speed Survey Section
C. CrossRoads/SWITRS Collision Data

D. 2021 Espola Road Speed Survey and ADT Survey
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Attachment A

Location Map

Disclaimer: Map and parcel data are believed to be accurate, but accuracy is not guaranteed. This is not a legaldocument and should not be substituted for a title search, appraisal, survey, or for zoning verification.

Map Scale:
1:9,028
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