
 
Fire Prevention Division 

Policies and Procedures 
 

Our Fire Prevention Mission…is to protect our citizens, customers, business owners, and visitors of Poway from fire and environmental emergencies through 
recognizing and applying current fire and life-safety standards and practices.  We will accomplish our mission in partnership with our community through open 
and honest communications and by treating all of our customers and coworkers professionally, fairly, respectfully, and with integrity.August 2024
  

 
Fire Watch 

 
 
The City of Poway Fire Department requires a fire watch when a fire sprinkler system, fire alarm system, 
fire monitoring system, or required fire protection system is nonoperational.  A capable person shall 
serve as the on-site fire watch. Fire watch personnel shall remain on duty while places requiring a fire 
watch are occupied, or when an activity requiring a fire watch is being conducted.  The sole purpose of 
the fire watch person is to perform hourly patrols inside and outside the building, watch for the 
occurrence of fire, and activate the 911 system as needed.  
 
It is the policy of the City of Poway Fire Department, where, in the opinion of the fire code official, it is 
essential for public safety in a place of assembly or any other place where people congregate, because 
of number of persons, or the nature of the performance, exhibition, display, contest or activity, the 
owner, agent or lessee shall provide one or more fire watch personnel, as required and approved.  
(CFC 403.11.1) 
 
 
Definition 

Fire Watch – a temporary measure intended to ensure continuous and systematic surveillance of a 
building or portion thereof by one or more qualified individuals for the purpose of identifying and 
controlling fire hazards, detecting early signs of unwanted fire, raising an alarm of fire and notifying 
the fire department. 

 
 
Fire Watch Process 

1. The City of Poway Fire Department shall be notified when a system is nonoperational.  Reporting 
parties may email FirePrevention@poway.org.  

2. A Fire Watch Log shall be completed and available to fire department officials upon request.  A 
Fire Watch Log is provided on the back side of this information. 

3. The City of Poway Fire Department shall be notified when the system is restored.  Reporting 
parties may email FirePrevention@poway.org.  
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Name of Business:___________________________Address:___________________________________ 

Fire Watch Activation:________________________Deactivation:_______________________________ 

Fire Watch Personnel:__________________________________________________________________ 

DATE TIME   
(Hourly) 

INITIALS COMMENTS 
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